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A note from the Principal 

Dear Parent / Guardian 
 
Welcome to Scoil na Mainistreach Quin Dangan.  As a parent / guardian 
choosing your child’s primary school is a big decision.  This booklet is de-
signed to give you an overview of our school with a view to helping you make 
the informed choices. 
 
We are very proud of our school in Quin and each child is cherished here.  
We trust that your children will be very happy learning, growing and devel-
oping under the care of our excellent staff.  With your vital support, our 
school team will nurture all aspects of your child’s education; academically, 
socially and emotionally. 
 
Our school is situated across from the famous Quin Friary and takes it name, 
in Irish, from this beautiful Franciscan Abbey which was founded in 1350, by 
the McNamara clan, for the Friars  of St 
Francis.  Scoil na Mainistreach Quin 
Dangan is at the heart of a community 
steeped in culture, history and educa-
tional endeavour.  We are very proud of 
these links to the wider community and 
we enjoy working with all our partners in 
the education process.  We encourage 
members of the community to share 
their expertise with our students. 
 
Whilst most children enrolling with us will be in Junior Infants we are also 
delighted to welcome children transferring from other schools both national-
ly and internationally.  We will do our best to ensure this transition is as 
smooth as possible. 
 
For more information on our school and to view our school photographs and 
newsletters log onto www.quindanganns.com. 
 

Yours faithfully 
Fergal Lynch 
School Principal 

First Year of School 

Starting school is a milestone in the life of your child.  All children are different 

and learn at their own pace.  You can help your child learn as follows: 

 Spend time together; talk and encourage your child 

 Listen attentively; read and enjoy stories together 

 Repeat nursery rhymes; identify colours and shapes 

 Provide paper, crayons and paints for colouring and scribbling 

 Provide jigsaws, lego, play dough; help him / her to cut using safe scissors 

 Allow sand and water play; praise his/her efforts at every opportunity 

 

Help your child to be independent 

At Scoil na Mainistreach Quin Dangan we believe it is important to train your 

child to look after him/her self.  Steps towards developing this independence 

and responsibility include training your child: 

 To use the toilet, wash and dry hands without help 

 To put on and take off his / her coat and do and undo buttons and zips 

 To open and close school bags, lunch boxes and drink containers 

 To use a tissue / handkerchief when needed 

 To recognize his / her belongings. 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this booklet 



 
A Brief History 
 
Scoil  na Mainistreach Quin Dangan was first built  in 1960 but was not occupied 
until 1962, due to planning issues.  It was originally three classrooms but in the late 
seventies the building was extended to include a general purpose room  which is 
now a classroom. 
 
In 2007 a school field was purchased and developed by the school community to 
enhance the school recreational and sporting grounds.  In 2008 dressing rooms 
were added.  In 2009 an astro-turf facility was purchased by the School Develop-
ment Committee to further enhance the vision of recreational facilities of the high-
est standard for school pupils.  In 2010 a school staff room was built and the GP 
room was extended for mainstream class teaching purposes.  In 2012 the onsite 
preschool and Montessori facility was transferred to a permanent building on site 
with the support of a Pobal Grant.  The school Jubilee, which was held in October 
2012, entitled “Caoga Bliain Ag Fás” celebrated the links between Quin Abbey and 
the school and the provision of 50 wonderful years of education on the current 
site. 
 
Throughout the period 2005, to date, the school has experienced huge growth in 
enrolments.  The school population has almost doubled during this period.  Over 
the years various Boards of Management have vigorously campaigned for perma-
nent mainstream accommodation for our students to replace the temporary ac-
commodation supplied by the Department of Education and Skills.   
 
The school was successful in retrieving funds from the Department in 2013 and in 
2014 an 8 classroom extension was constructed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GP Hall 
In 2017 / 2018 we built a General Purpose room.  This was part funded by the De-
partment of Education and also a fundraising initiative which is ongoing.  The hall is 
an excellent asset to the school as it is used daily by all classes and also after school 
clubs and organisations.   

Religious Instruction 
 
Children of non-Catholic families will be treated with respect at all times.  
Parents of different faiths have been happy, to date, to allow their chil-
dren to take part in the programme.  Scoil na Mainistreach Quin Dangan 
will respect and accommodate, where possible, and as far as resources 
allow, parents wishing to have their children removed from religion clas-
ses. 
 

Homework Policy 
 
It is school policy to assign homework each evening on an age/level ap-
propriate basis ranging from 10 minutes in Junior Infants to one and half 
hours in 6th class.  Parents are advised to take an active interest in their 
child’s homework and to sign the homework journal (from 1st to 6th 
class) each evening.  The homework journal is an excellent resource in 
home/school communication.  Homework is not assigned at weekends.  
School booklists will be forwarded to parents in June. 

 
 
School Uniform 
 
 Navy trousers / skirt—girls may choose either 
 Navy jumper with school crest—available from Annette’s boutique,  

TM Office Supplies or Boru Sports 
 Blue shirt / blouse 
 Plain navy tracksuit, jumper, a blue polo shirt, plain navy tracksuit 

pants and runners.   
 Strictly no logos will be allowed on the tracksuit trousers. 
 Tracksuit is only to be worn on PE days 
 Shoes—Brown or black, no platforms or high heels allowed 
 Long hair to be tied back and kept off the face 
 Single stud ear-ring per ear only allowed 
 
 



Pupils and staff 
 

Scoil na Mainistreach Quin Dangan has a current enrolment of 290 pupils.   In 2015 
we amalgamated with Dangan National School.  The School population is projected 
to continue to rise over the next number of years.  At present there are 11 main-
stream teachers, 6 Learning Support teachers, 3 Special Needs Assistants, 3 cleaners, 
a caretaker and a secretary.  The school staff is listed below: 
 
Administrative Principal: Fergal Lynch 
Deputy Principal:  Eleanor Gallagher 
Class Teachers:     Eleanor Gallagher, Sheelagh Daffy, Michael Clune,  Katrio-
na O’Confhaola, Donnchadh Murphy, Michael Walsh, Elaine Farmer, Liam Clohessy, 
Eimear Howley, Sheelagh Daffy, Rebecca Kennedy and Damien Browne. 
 
Learning Support:  Crea Phillips & Sinead O’Rourke  (job-share position)  
    Norah Power & Deirdre O’Neill (job-share position) 
    Lorna O’Donovan, Grainne Power 
 
Special Needs Assistants:  Anne Murray, Aoife Rice-Quinn, Geraldine Howley 
School Administration: Kathy McNamara 
School Caretaker: Paul O’Halloran 
School Hygiene: Kathleen Cullinan, Amy Moloney and Clean Habit 

 
School Philosophy and Vision 
V Values– We encourage the values of respect and tolerance 
I Inclusivity– We promote equal opportunity for members of our community 
S Standards– We expect high standards in learning and discipline 
I Improving– We aim to continuously improve our knowledge and resources 
O Openness and tolerance—We advocate openness and tolerance of new ideas 
N Nurturing—Each child and member of staff matters 
 

Mission Statement of Scoil na Mainistreach Quin Dangan 
Scoil na Mainistreach Quin Dangan is a co-educational, Catholic primary school.  Un-
der the Patronage of Bishop Fintan Monahan, Bishop of Killaloe.  Our ethos is Catho-
lic and Christian and respect and tolerance for other faiths is also promoted.  It is our 
aim to enable and inspire each individual, through positive learning experiences to 
achieve his / her potential, face life confidently, find fulfilment and be respectful in 
an every changing world. 
 

Motto 

We do our best, we show respect 
 
 
 

Complaints Procedure 

Concerns may emerge from time to time.  While these will be dealt with thor-
oughly, it is vital that every effort is made to protect the integrity of the school 
day.  Complaints are therefore handled in a three stage process, as required by 
the National Agreed Procedures for Primary Schools. 
 
Stage 1   Through appointment with the staff member 
 
Stage 2  Through appointment with the Principal 
 
Stage 3  Through the Board of Management Chairperson initially, in 

written format.  More details on these stages are available in 
the Board of Management Rules for Primary Schools 2011, a 
copy of which is available on request from the school office. 

 

Administration Contribution and fundraising 
Parents / Guardians will be requested to pay an administration contribution to 
help with the costs of 24 hour personal pupil insurance, art supplies, photocopy 
expenses, parent text messaging service.  Due to inflation this fee will increase in 
the coming years. 
 
Payment can be made by cash, cheque or by online payment.  Cheques should be 
made payable to Scoil na Mainistreach.  If paying by cash or cheque please submit 
money to class teacher in a sealed envelope with your child’s name and class 
clearly written on the envelope.  You will receive a text message in September 
with details on how to make an online payment. 
 

Immunisation and Screening 
The Health Service Executive (HSE) provides medical and dental screening for 
school going children.  It also provides booster immunisations for childhood dis-
eases to junior infant classes.  The local clinic is based in Ennis and the number is 
065 6828525. 
 

Head Lice 
Head lice are common visitors in all schools.  Check your child’s hair regularly 
(once a week at least).  Please inform the school, as soon as possible, it you dis-
cover that your child has head lice, so other parents can be informed.  We would 
ask that you do not return your child to school until the head lice have been suita-
bly treated.  Please ensure your child’s hair is tied back and off the face. 



The School Day 

Junior and Senior Infants:  9:00am—1:40pm  

First to Sixth Class:  9:00am—2:40pm 

Sos:    11:00 to 11:10am 

Lunch:    12:30pm to 1:00pm 

 

Punctuality and Attendance 

Scoil na Mainistreach Quin Dangan has an excellent attendance record to date.  Chil-
dren are expected to be punctual and to attend school regularly.  Good attendance is 
essential to a child’s progress at school.  A signed note is required, from parents, to the 
class teacher for absences including part of the school day ie afternoon appointments. 
 
The Board of Management requests that you do not send a sick child to school.  Please 
note that the school is legally obliged to report all absences of more than 20 days to 
TÚSLA. (Educational Welfare Service, Child and Family Agency. 
 
The school building will be open from 8:45am onwards with supervision in place at 
that time.  Please note that the Board of Management will not accept responsibility 
for children on school grounds before 8:45am and after 2:40pm. 
 
At 9:00am, weather permitting, children will line up in the school yard.  Staff will ac-
company children to and from classrooms at assembly and dismissal, to and from 
breaks each day.  We request that you are punctual in dropping your child to school 
each morning to prevent disruption to other children.  We also request that you are 
punctual in the collection of your child each afternoon. 
 
For the month of September parents/guardians of Junior Infants may accompany their 
child to the classrooms.  From October onwards, and in the interest of promoting 
growth and independence and as part of our Child Protection Policy, we request that 
parents say a brief farewell to their child/ren in the school yard.  Requests to enter the 
school building must be made through the school office. 
 
In the event of any emergency the decision to close the school will be taken by the 
Board of Management.  Please ensure that the school always has an up to date and 
immediate contact number in the case of all emergencies. 
 

Disabilities 
 
If a child has any physical or health problems the Principal should be informed when 
the child is registered.  Should a problem develop the Principal should be told immedi-
ately.  Any information provided will be treated with the utmost confidence. 
 

Board of Management 

The Board of Management is responsible for assisting the Principal in the day-
to-day running of the school.  The Board consists of eight representatives 
which are elected for a four year term.  The current Board of Management 
were elected into office in 2019. 

The Board of Management meets on a monthly basis.  The current members 
of the board are as follows: 

Chairperson   Ann Colleran 

Two Parents Nominees  Ann-Marie Hartigan & James Madigan 

Two Community Nominees Breege Kelleher and John Culligan 

Two Staff Nominees  Fergal Lynch and Lorna O’Donovan 

One Patron’s Nominee  Fr Tom O’Gorman 

 

 

Parent Association 

All parents / guardians of children attending Scoil na Mainistreach Quin 
Dangan are members of our Parents Association (PA).  The objective of the PA 
is to provide a structure through which parents/guardians can play an active 
role, in collaboration with the Principal, staff and Board of Management, to 
provide the best possible education for our children. 
 
The PA looks to develop and undertake a programme of activities, in partner-
ship with the school principal.  These activities can range from policy review 
to catering and fundraising.  The list of activities include the parish Christmas 
party, Holy Communion and graduation receptions, school calendar, bag 
packing and church gate collection.  The PA strives to raise funds each year 
which are used for the purchase of educational resources such as literacy 
resources and also the “nice to haves” for the children.  It also funds visits by 
puppet shows, plays and other outside activities and provides in-school edu-
cational games for the wet day activities.  
 
 



Code of Behaviour 

At the start of the school year parents of new enrollees will be required to 
sign the School Discipline Policy.  The key rules are as follows: 
 
1. We agree to treat all members of our school community with respect and 

courtesy. 
2. We agree to show respect for all school property and to keep our school 

clean and litter free. 
3. We agree to bring healthy lunches and snacks to school 
4. We agree to be well groomed and in school uniform 
5. We agree to have all the required materials and to be on time for school. 
6. We will obey our teachers and we will do our best. 
7. We agree not to carry mobile phones or any electronic gadgets to school 

unless written permission is sought from the Board of Management. 
8. We agree to attend school regularly.  If absent we will bring a note to 

explain why. 
 
As part of the registration process helpful hand-outs and further information 
on school policies will be distributed to parents for signing. 
 

Standardised Testing and Special Education Needs 
 
Each year, pupils from infants to sixth classes will be tested, using various 
standardized tests in reading and numeracy.  Results of these tests will be 
communicated orally to parents at Parent / Teacher meeting and in writing in 
the School Report (1st to 6th classes). 
 
Should your child have special educational needs he / she may qualify for 
daily withdrawal from mainstream class for extra help with our Learning Sup-
port / Resource teachers.  Access to learning support will be determined by 
standardised test results and/or teaching observation and testing.  Please 
inform the school as early as possible on registration, of any special require-
ments of your child/ren, to facilitate resource provision. 
 
From time to time children may be selected for further consultation and/or 
diagnostic testing by an educational psychologist from NEPS (National Educa-
tional and Psychological Services)   Parents will be informed, and parental 
consent sought, in advance, at all stages in this process. 
 
 

Illness in School 
If the Class Teacher / Principal determines that a child is not well enough for 
school, either a result of becoming sick or an accident, the parent/guardian or 
emergency number will be contacted immediately.  In the event of a serous ill-
ness/accident an ambulance will be called and the child will be brought to hospi-
tal.  If your address or phone number changes please notify the school office so 
that records can be amended. 
 

Administration and Medication 
Members of staff may administer medication to pupils only in cases where an 
indemnity form has been signed by the parents and agreed by the Principal/
Chairperson of the Board of Management.  These forms are available, on re-
quest, from the school office. 
 

Curricular Subjects 
In 1999 a revised Department of Education Curriculum was introduced.  There 
are six areas divided into 11 subjects.  These are broken down as follows: 
 

  1. Language—Gaeilge and English 
  2. Mathematics 
  3. Social, Environmental and Scientific Education (SESE) 
   History, Geography and Science 
  4. Physical Education 
  5. Arts Education—Music, Visual Arts and Drama 
  6. Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) 
  Religious Education is also provided 

 
In 2011 the Department published a new strategy to improve Literacy and Nu-
meracy among children and young people between 2011 and 2020.  This strate-
gy is entitled Literacy and Numeracy for Learning and Life.  As part of this 
strategy all schools are expected to engage in school self-evaluation processes 
and develop improvement plans in Literacy, Numeracy and another subject area 
by 2018.  Scoil na Mainistreach published it’s Literacy Improvement Plan in 
2013.  The improvement plan in Numeracy was published in 2014.  Since then 
the school as also published School Improvement Plans in Literacy Reading and 
Literacy Vocabulary Development, as well as Physical Education. All these plans 
are directed at further improving teaching and 
learning in the school.  The support of parents for 
these improvement strategies has been of vital 
importance in driving school improvement. 
 
 



Extra Curricular Activities 

The children of Scoil na Mainistreach Quin Dangan regularly engage in Extra Curricu-
lar Activiites in areas such as sports, IT, music, visual arts, language, chess and quiz-
zes 
 
 Children enter many competitions for sporting activities, hurling, Gaelic football, 

basketball, cross country running, swimming, tag rugby and golf .  The school is 
very lucky to have members of the local GAA club and former county players 
providing school coaching at lunch time and afterschool  hours.  Several of our 
students have won all star awards at county level.  We are very proud of the 
sporting achievements of our students. 

 A school band and choir are in place and they regularly enter competitions such 
as Feile na hInse, Peace Proms and National Children’s Choir.  In 2014 the school 
band, Grúpa Cheoil won the much coveted prize at the Feile na hInse. 

 The School has a laptop and an interactive whiteboard in all classrooms and a 
mobile set of ipads and convertibles.  All of our teachers are proficient in the use 
of IT and interactive technology.  The IT coordinator has been educated to mas-
ter’s degree level in IT education and is committed to the development of digital 
learning throughout the school.  The school policy on digital literacy, which has 
been highly commended by the DoES, is available to view on the school website 
www.quindanganns.com under the school policy section.   The school website is 
regularly updated by school staff and provides a wonderful overview of school 
life. 

 The children frequently enter local and national art competitions.  Scoil na Main-
istreach Quin Dangan also takes part in Chess Quizzes, Science, Spelling and En-
gineering challenges.  We are very proud of our Sixth class achievements in the 
Junior Entrepreneur Programme for the last three years the students and come 
up with initiatives of  “The Grub Hub” selling healthy food at lunch time.  A fami-
ly board game called “Operation School Escape”.  Last year’s initiative was to sell 
“Sports Kit Bags” with the school logo, a very successful venture.  Many of our 
students have been lucky to represent the school at local, county and national 
level.  The student council supports the school in policy development and in 
bringing the student ideas for discussion to the school management.  The coun-
cil organises several fun activities during the year and strongly supports the de-
velopment of peer learning activities.  

 The Board of Management encourages experts in the local community to share 
their particular skills with our students.  As part of this project the children have 
enjoyed activities as diverse as set dancing, baking, hip-hop dancing, environ-
mental awareness, quilting, air and sea rescue and cycling safety. 

 The Green School Committee holds regular meetings and consists of students, 
parents and staff members.  The committee forms an integral part of the school 
environmental awareness programme, including care of the school grounds.  
Scoil na Mainistreach Quin Dangan was awarded its first Green Flag in 2007.  The 
school is expected to achieve its sixth Green Flag, Bio-diversity flag and in order 
to achieve this the school and students will be actively involved in several differ-
ent initiatives throughout the process. 

 

 

Healthy Lunch Policy 
We encourage children to choose from the following foods regularly: 
 
Bread and Alternatives    Savouries 
Bread or rolls preferably wholemeal  Lean meat 
Rice-wholegrain     Chicken or Turkey 
Pasta- wholegrain    Tinned fish 
Potato Salad     Cheese 
Wholemeal Scones    Quiche 
Crackers      Pizza 
Pitta Bread 
 
Fruit and Vegetables    Drinks 
Apple, Banana, Peach    Water / Milk 
Mandarin, orange segments,   Fruit juice 
       (oranges peeled for Junior Infants)  Soup 
Fruit Salad, dried fruit    Low sugar squash 
Grapes      Yogurt (NOT FRUBES) 
         
   

We do not want to see: 
Crisps 
Fizzy Drinks 
Sweets 
Chocolate Biscuits or bars 
Cereal Bars 
Chewing Gum 
Fruit Winders 
Popcorn 
Chocolate Croissants 
Cookies  
Chocolate Spread Sandwiches 
Frube Tubes 
Capri-sun or drinks in cartons with straws.  
We will kindly ask children to bring home any leftovers or plastic waste in their 

lunch boxes. 

   

(Drinks should be brought to school in child- friendly plastic containers). 
 

PLEASE NOTE DUE TO SEVERE PEANUT ALLERGY IN SCHOOL ALL 
PEANUT PRODUCTS ARE BANNED.  THIS INCLUDES NUTELLA 

SPREAD. 


